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If the wife forgives certain acts of craelty and
later the husband commits further violence, she may
give evidence of the earlier acts as well as the later.

NEGLECT TO MAINTAIN

The neglect must be ivilful. In all cases it must
be shown that the husband has had the means to
support her and has wilfully failed to do so. The
maintenance that the wife requires must be reason-
able and in accordance with his income. If she
demands more than he can reasonably afford she
is not entitled to an order.

The wife is not entitled to an order if she has
not fulfilled her part of the matrimonial contract.
If she leaves her husband without good cause or
has unreasonably refused him marital rights, she
has no cause of complaint.

Until recent years it was held that when a
married couple separated by formal agreement, the
wife could not ask for a police court order if later
the man failed to keep the agreement. A number
of recent cases have modified this ruling. In
McCreaney v. McCreaney (1928), 138 L.T. 671, it
was held that where the husband failed to pay his
wife as agreed in a deed when he had the means to
do so, the wife could take proceedings for "neglect
to maintain." The test appears to be whether the
prisoner has defaulted under the deed wilfully or
not. If wilfully he lays himself open to police
court proceedings.

HABITUAL DRUNKENNESS

A habitual drunkard is defined by s. 3 of the
Habitual Drunkards Act, 1879, as "A person who,